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ADDING VALUE TO RURAL BUSINESS

Lincolnshire — a county at the crossroads

By Ian Walter B.Sc.(HONS.), ER.I.C.S., ES.VA., FA AV
Rural Chartered Surveyor

There is a strong belief
that the market will
soon slide away from
the recent strong de-
mand.

Our experience during the
first part of the year is that the
market remains firm. The
farmland market continues to
be underpinned by a shortage
of land for sale.

Whilst it is necessary to
anticipate falling farming prof-
itability it does not automati-
cally follow that land values
will fall. There are a number
of factors which underpin the
local market that need to be
remembered. There is still a
sizable fund of money avail-
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On-farm auctions are still the best way to sell machinery as the
competitive bidding at Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Ginn's dispersal sale at
Campney Grange, Bucknall, proved. See report on page 3.

able to be invested in farm-
land, and Lincolnshire in par-
ticular is considered to pro-
vide value for money.
Lincolnshire is a county
where land tends to derive
much of its value from the re-
turns of agricultural activity
rather than houses, amenity
value and location factors,
which are more important in
other parts of the country.
That is why we see a con-
tinual inflow of buyers from
outside the county taking ad-
vantage of price differentials
to buy more acres for their

money in Lincolnshire. We are
often surprised that estab-
lished Lincolnshire farmers al-
low others to move into their
area, particularly where farms
are lotted to assist the locals.
It is much easier to buy a farm
in Lincolnshire than it is in,
say, Yorkshire or Nottingham-
shire.

Even if the electorate did
not believe that Britain is
booming sufficiently to return
a Conservative Government,
there is sufficient wealth be-
ing created in commerce for
entrepreneurs to have consid-

erable resources to buy their
stake in England's green and
pleasant land. This will con-
tinue to underpin the agricul-
tural land market even in Lin-
colnshire.

Those who sell their valu-
able farmhouse and surround-
ing farm to new investors in
the countryside can roll their
sale proceeds into many more
acres in Lincolnshire. New
blood in the county means
that over the long run we do
not become too ‘in-bred’, but
it also means that the market
is not as local as some people
might hope!

The recent strength of the
pound has meant foreign pur-
chasers have been kept at
bay. We can envisage this
process reversing if and when
the pound weakens. Indeed,
we are selling a farm for a
family who would like to re-
invest in Europe- because of
the strong pound. We still
have a good number of peo-
ple on our Books anxious to
buy a farm in Lincolnshire. If
you are thinking of selling, it
may be an opportune time —
please ring Tan Walter or Rob
Hindle on (01522) 526526.

You don’t have to be Eddie Grundy to get

Rob Hindle and Ellen
Allwood will be manning
l the TFA stand at Lincoln-
| shire Show, in their role
| as Listed Valuers.
You may have followed
the saga of the Grundys' tri-
bunal on The Archers, culmi-

|
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nating in their famous victory
orchestrated by the TFA's finest
— valuer Miller.

Whilst we cannot promise
the services of Mr. Miller in any
matters affecting vour tenancy,
we will be ready and able to
offer advice, listen to your
views, or simply provide a

soothing cup of tea and an ex-
cellent selection of cakes to ri-
val anything Ambridge has
seen. This vear, JHWalter are
helping to sponsor the TFA tent,
so you don't even have to be a
tenant to drop in and see us.
Make the most of the show, call
in and catch up with us. Ian

a cup of tea

Walter has even been known
to be in residence when not
engaged on official show
business (at least that is what
he tells us/— Ed.). You will find
us opposite the banks, on the
south east corner of the main
ring, we look forward to see-
ing you.
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